Beech Hill Primary School
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Welcome to Beech Hill Primary School
part of the Valour Multi Academy
Trust and a school graded
Outstanding by Ofsted.  Becoming
part of our school community is
hopefully one of the most rewarding
and important decisions you are likely
to make. As a parent you have an
important role in ensuring your children
go to a school that is safe, friendly and
secure. We aim to create an
environment where the children are
happy and excited about coming to
school; where they will succeed;
where the curriculum is broad,
balanced and enriching and where

standards are high.

Beech Hill can provide all of these and
more. We are a vibrant Primary school
in the Outer West of Newcastle Upon
Tyne. We currently have over 400

pupils o n roll from Nursery to Year 6.

We offer an outstanding, exciting and

stimulating learning experiences for all

of our children across all areas of the
curriculum. We strive to make learning
appropriate and relevant to the
individual needs of our unique and

special pupils.

We hope this brochure gives you a
brief taste of life in our school and help
you as you develop greater
confidence in becoming a member o

our school community. We look
forward to welcoming you to our
school so that you can see for yourself

what we have to offer to your child.

Dame Nicola Nelson
CEO of Valour Multi Academy Trust

Executive Head Teacher

Mrs Jess Eatock

Head Teacher




Our Aims and Vision Statement

Everything that we do and plan each
academic year helps us and the
children to achieve our shared aims
and make Beech Hill the school that
we all want it to be.

Our Vision is that all
children will feel loved,
happy and safe . We will
provide each child with
many and varied
opportunities to develop
their character to feel
accepted; to develop a

sense of belonging; to be
driven and resil ient and to
be inspired and Dbe
iInspiring.

We hope to achieve this through the
following ai ms:

f To raise the aspirations of each
individual within our school
community So everyone strives
for personal excellence in
everything they do;

To help students build on their
strengths and overcome their
weaknesses;

To prepare each child for the
opportunities, responsibilities
and experience of life and to
develop enquiring minds.

To encourage children to
respect and care for
themselves, others and their
environment.

To provide a broad, balanced
and creative curriculum that
combines excellence in
teaching with enjoyment of
learning.

Toinstil in the children a high

level of self -esteem and
confidence in their own worth.




Character

At Beech Hill, we work with passion
and enthusiasm alongside the
children, families and the wider
community to build the positive
character traits identified in our shared
vision, within every single pupil. We aim
to develop the p u p i Mom@lsemotions,
to encourage them to be motivated
and aim high in life. Pupils are
supported to self -regulate by taking
full responsibility for their actions and
consider the impact  of their behaviour
on others.

Each cohort of children focus ses on
the traits most appropria te for that
particular group, enabling teachers to
plan and teach specific lessons on
virtues which require support, as well
as addressing situations as they arise
within and outside school.

Every pupil has an individual character
goal which is displayed in the
classroom and reviewed regularly
alongside their academic targets.

Children can  write down their
thoughts, feelings and experiences
linked to their personal character
development in their reflective journal,
which is accessible daily and shared
with their teacher as a record of their
journey.

As part of 0Be the be
project our children set themselves a

life goal which is displayed on the
classroom 6dr &hanpupilwal I
then work on creating a pathway to

ensure they achieve their dr eam.
Initially, many children wanted a

familiar job, such as babysitting and
cleaning , or didndét want
After working with visitors from a
variety of careers, such as architects,
farmers, police officers, soldiers and a

range of local busines ses, pupils raised

their self-expectations. Confidence,
optimism and self -esteem a re now
much higher, therefore, children are
excited to gain the qualifications they

need to achieve their goal.

Let's help every child ‘f&,\
thriyve\x

®
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Beech  Hill delivers the  Thrive
programme, which is designed to
support children to cope with life &
emotional ups and downs, through
specific activities designed around
each chil do&s needs.
calming T hrive room and trained
practitioners.



https://www.thriveapproach.co.uk/

Admission Arrangements

Children are admitted to the Nursery in
the September after their 3 ™ birthday.
We also have a January intake for
children turning 3 before January 1 st
The following year they are admitted

to Reception with some additional
children joining us in Reception from
other settings. Sometimes chi Idren join
the school in other year groups if
spaces are available. Applications
can be made to the school office and
prospective pupils and their parents
are always welcome to make a visit to
find out more about the school.

Special open afternoons are a  Iso held
each year for new pupils to Nursery
and Reception. This gives parents the
chance to bring their child, explore
classrooms, and meet other support
staff and parents.

The School Day

It is very important to us that each
child starts the school day feeling
happy and secure. Being punctual is a
very important part of this so that
learning can begin with the minimum
of fuss or disruption.

The times for the school day are as
follows:

Reception to Year 6:

Morning session
8.55am 0 12:00 (KS1) & 12.05 (KS2)

Afternoon Session
1.00 p.m. 83.10 pm

Nursery

Morning Session
8.45am 6 11.45am

Afternoon Session
12.15pm 6 3.15pm




Breakfast Club

Every child who attends Breakfast Club

is entitled to a free breakfast. The CBI
(Conf ederation of British Industry)
sponsors us through Greggs to allow all
children to have a brilliant start to the
day. Breakfast, which can include
toast, cereal, muffins, yoghurt, milk
and sometimes even croissants, takes
place at 8.15 every morning in the
Early Years building. This ensures that
all our children start the day fuelled up
and ready to learn.

Extra-Curricular Activities

At Beech Hill we have a broad and
varied selection of after school
activities offered to all children from
Reception to year 6. Many are ru  n by
school staff based on their skills or
interests as well as following requests
from chi ldren, for example;
gymnas tics, science, Lego, colouring ,
crafts and football to name but a few.
Some of our older children lead lunch
time clubs which we are very keen to
promote. We also have highly skilled
external coache s providing clubs such
as rugby and football.

Kangaroo Club

In addition to these clubs we run an
after school club called Kangaroo
Club. This takes place in the Early

Years hall each night until 4.45pm. This
is open to all children from Reception
to Year 6. There are two sessions;
3.10pm-4.00pm and 4.00pm -4.45pm.
Each session costs £1. C hildren can

attend both sessions. A variety of
activities are on offer at Kangaroo
Club as well as homework support.




Uniform Jewellery and Valuables

The children must wear the school The wearing of jewellery such as
uniform, which consists of; bracelets, necklaces and earrings is

not allowed.
1 Beech Hill jumper (with the

school logo) Children wearing jewellery which may
White shirt/blouse be dangerous to themselves or others,
Grey trousers or which may interfere with their work,

Kilts _ _
School tie will be asked to remove it.

Purple and white checked dress
in the summer
Black sensible shoes

Children with pierced ears are allowed
to wear earrings of the stud type only.

The rules regarding jewellery are to

With children wearing uniform, it is help keep your children safe - please
ESSENTIALthat names are written in help us to help them.

labels or that name Ilabels are

attached inside clothing.

You are urged to make sure that your
child's name is clearly marked on the
school clothing.




Dinner Money

Dinner money is collected on Monday
morning or the first day of a school
week. The money has to be banked
on this day, and it is essential that
children bring it then, preferably in a
purse, box or envelope clearly
labelled with their n ame, class and
amou nt.

All children from Reception to Year 2
are entitled to a free school meal.

Packed Lunches

Children bringing healthy packed

lunches should do so in a box clearly
labelled with their name and class.
Water is provided for children having

packed lunch.

Attendance and Absence from school

The reason for ALL absences from
school must be reported to a member
of staff.

Parents should advise the class
teacher or the school office (by note,
personal visit or by telephone) of the
reason for their child's absence

Holidays during term time

Parents are discouraged from taking
holiday during school time. Permission
from school must be sought. Even
though permission may be granted,
the period of absence will show on the
child's attendance rec  ord.

Where the school has not been told of
long or frequent absences, the Head
Teacher will ask the Education Wel fare
Officer to visit the home.

Where no reason has been given for
an absence, the child will receive an
unauthorised absence mark on the
register.

Parents are encouraged not to take
children out of school throughout the
school day for de ntal or hospital
appointments. However, if
appointments are necessary then the
school office must be informed and
appointment cards must be shown.




Out of School Learn ing

At Beech Hill we are dedicated to
ensuring children have as many life
experiences as possible. It is part of our
whole school vision that all children will
have visited a woodland area, a farm
and a beach by the time they leave
Year 2. In addition to this, children in
Years 4, 5 and 6 go on residential trips,
either to focus on outdoor activities
which will challenge them physically
and also challenge their

determination and resilience, or we
provide them with cultural experiences
such as \visiting the  Houses of
Parliament and West End Shows. At
Beech Hill we believe that children
need these experiences to develop
personally and academically.

Forest School

Forest School aims to give children the
chance to explore the outdoors and
develop skills such as teamwork,
resilience and confidence. We have
three members of staff trained as
Forest School Practitioners, and there
are opportunities for children to take
part in Forest School activities
throughout the week  and on trips to
Scotswood Nature Gardens . We enjoy
lighting fires and cooking outdoors, as
well as building dens, whitt ling and
putting up shelters.

Our School Dog

At Beech Hill we have our very own
school dog called Ted. He is the result
of a school vote of what the children
felt we neede d to improve our school.
Mrs Morren takes Ted home each
night and brings him in the next day.




